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An Instructional Unit Resource Guide for the Preschool and Kindergarten Curriculums
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Authors’ Notetc "Authors’ Note"
The purpose of this unit is to provide resources for a preschool and kindergarten unit on farm animals and their habitats.  This unit will be taught in the second semester to take advantage of the weather.  This two week unit is designed to integrate language arts, math and science activities.  
In this unit, students will begin to develop an understanding of biological concepts and develop an understanding of the characteristics of living things.  Students will also discuss farm animals, the environment in which they live and mother/baby animal relationships. They will learn that animals need air, water, food and shelter.  Students may observe the life cycles of various farm animals such as eggs hatching and/or go on a field trip to a local farm.

One of us has been teaching for 20 years in the preschool setting. The second has been teaching for only 1 year in kindergarten. The third teacher has taught fourth grade for four years and special education for one year. For more information contact us at MDCV Elementary, 785-759-3512.
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          Kansas State Standards
STANDARD 3:  LIFE SCIENCE  -  The student will begin to develop an understanding of biological concepts.

BENCHMARK 1:  Student will develop an understanding of the characteristics of living things.

Indicators:
1. discuss that organisms live only in environments in which their needs can be met
2. observe life cycles of different living things
3. observe living things in various environments
STANDARD 1: NUMBER & COMPUTATION  -  The student uses numerical and computational concepts and procedures in a variety of situations.


BENCHMARK 2:  Student will demonstrate an understanding of whole numbers with a special emphasis on place value in a variety of situations. 

Indicator:

3. counts whole numbers from 0-20 


Kansas Curricular Standards
http://www.ksde.org/outcomes/siacurrstds.html
Planning Pyramidtc "Planning Pyramid"
Some Students 
  *will construct a system to classify various animals (example – four legged animals versus two legged animals using webbing techniques).
  *will construct a model of an animal home

  *will state the raw material of some products that come from a farm                                                                                          (ex:  bacon, wool, flour)

  *will match the names of 10 baby animals to their corresponding parent
  *will identify 10 animal soundstc "Some Students will know"
Most Students 
  *will identify the similarities among some animals

  *will group animals according to one characteristic

  *will match animals to their appropriate homes

  *will match the names of 5 baby animals to their corresponding parent
  *will identify 8 animal sounds

 tc "Most Students will know"All Students 
  *will know a farm is a large piece of land used for raising animals

  *will identify and name 5 farm animals

  *will know that most food we eat and the clothing we wear comes from   farm products

  *will identify at least 3 various kinds of animal homes

  *will identify 5 animal sounds

  *will match the names of 2 baby animals to their corresponding parent
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Teacher Librarytc "Teacher Library"
http://www.first-school.ws/theme/animals/cp_farm.htm
Site Description: This website offers lessons that will help preschool and primary aged children learn about animals that are found on a farm. The site has coloring pages and activities to familiarize children with animals on the farm. 

http://kbears.com/animals/?http://www.kbears.com/farm.html
Site Description: Interactive pictures of a farm scene.

Site Task: Allow a few seconds for the page to upload. If it does not load in the "View in Frames" track, try it as a "View in Text" track. First click on the tab “Sounds” on the left of the page. Then use your arrow to click on the different objects in the farm scene to listen to the sounds they make. How many objects did you listen to? Write down the names of five objects you heard. 

http://www.kiddyhouse.com/farm
Site Description: This website can be used to get integrated ideas to incorporate into the farm unit. 

http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/farmanim.html 

Site Description: The website is used for teachers to be able to get Kansas farming facts to incorporate into the lesson. 
Site Task: Scroll down and click on Cyber Space Farm.  Once at Cyber Space Farm you can explore different aspects of Kansas farms and ranches. 

http://www.hitchams.suffolk.sch.uk/habitats/
Site Description: Young children can explore different habitats (pond, farm, sea, hedge, woods, and home) to see what kind of animals live there in this interactive site from a primary school in the United Kingdom.

http://www.alphabet-soup.net/farm/farm.html 

Site Description: The website includes animal sounds, matching games, mother and baby booklet, quiz, coloring pages, spelling, poems, teaching ideas and farm animal links. 

http://www.kiddyhouse.com/farm/
Site Description: Fine motor and art activities.

http://www.kinderkorner.com/farm.html
Site Description: Scrolling down on the page you can find a poem dealing with products you can get from the farm. 

Learner Activities

http://www.magickeys.com/books/farm/index.html 

Site Description: A story about animals that live on a farm and the sounds that each animal makes.

Site Task: Read the story about farm animals and the sounds they make. Write down two of your favorite farm animals and tell what sounds they make.

http://www.funpagesforkids.com/farmer 
Site Task: There are nine farm animals and they each make animal sounds.  Allow page to upload and wait to hear the song "Old MacDonald had a Farm." There will be nine farm animals.  Move the curser across the blue line under each animal in order to hear the sound it makes.  Which animals are your favorite?  Write down the names of four of your favorite farm animals.
	.
	
http://kiddyhouse.com/Farm/ 

Site Description: Interactive phonics activity to help identify the first letter of the alphabet that each animal begins with.

Site Task: First scroll down until you see the letters “ABC.” Then click on the link “Farm Phonics Activity.” Say the name of the farm animal. Listen to the beginning sound of the word. Click on the correct letter of the alphabet. Try to identify all 8 correctly!


http://www.mightybooks.com
Site Description: This site features an online line book called "Barnyard Babies." Students who are learning to read will find this site educational and entertaining. 

http://www.johndeere.com
Site Description: This website is an interactive website. Students and teachers will benefit from all of the information provided within this site from a farm safety quiz to a memory game.  There are online coloring pages that the students may color online.

http://www.magickeys.com/books/farm/page1.html
Site Description: This website is used as a storybook online that students can listen to. 

Assessmenttc "Assessment"
Quizzes
http://www.alphabet-soup.net/farm/farm.html 

Site Description: The website includes animal sounds, matching games, mother and baby booklet, quiz, coloring pages, spelling, poems, teaching ideas and farm animal links. 
http://www.kiddyhouse.com/farm/
Site Description: Animal product quiz printout (may need to be modified).

Puzzles and Games
http://funbrain.com
Site Description: Under the quiz lab, teachers are able to create their own quizzes for their students. 

Scoring

http://rubistar.4teachers.org
Site Description: Teachers are able to make rubrics using this website. 
Modificationstc "Modifications"
Planning for Academic Diversity

	Inability to read at grade level and difficulty with auditory processing

	Text-to-speech software allows a student to listen to printed material that s/he cannot read independently.
	Read Please

http://readplease.com
Starfall

http://starfall.com
Raz-kids

http://raz-kids.com


	Difficulties in reading comprehension


	A collection of comprehension tests of popular children’s literature.  Used to assess children’s understanding of independent reading.
	Reading A-Z

http://www.readinga-z.com
Accelerated Reader

http://www.advlearning.com


	Difficulties in generating ideas for writing

	Brainstorming tool to generate ideas and outline to begin the writing process.
	Kidspiration
http://www.kidspiration.com


	Difficulties in written expression

	Create customized handwriting worksheets and lessons.  Assists with penmanship and fine motor skills.

	Start Write
http://www.startwrite.com
Co-Writer
http://www.donjohnston.com


	Difficulties mastering vocabulary

	Provides a picture dictionary to increase vocabulary meaning. 
	Enchanted Learning
http://www.enchanted learning.com/Dictionary.html


	Additional challenge

	Web-based search engines which are kid friendly.
	Yahoo Search

http://yahooligans.yahoo.com
http://my.yahoo.com



Missy Scheele


Debbie Reser


Joy Wells





MDCV Elementary School


USD #456








PAGE  
10

